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Each year, the month of February honors men and women of color and the extraordinary lives 
they led and the impact they have had upon our society. During Black History Month, most 
students learn of the silent courage of Rosa Parks or the humble strength of Harriet Tubman or 
the thirst for justice that Thurgood Marshall sought. However, at St. Francis de Sales, our young 
people learn that the lessons of faith, determination and love reside not only in the traditional 
figures of Black History, but also can be found in the annals of our Christian faith. 
 
To this point, on this final weekend of Black History Month, I thought you might enjoy learning 
about some of the less celebrated historical figures whose impact as “Black Saints” transcend 
merely their status as people of color and finds greater honor in their devotion to our God: 
 

 St. Peter Claver was born in Spain and later was ordained a priest in 1604. Claver 
devoted his life to serving slaves by meeting the ships from Africa on the docks in 
Columbia. While ministering to those with leprosy, Claver also baptized and comforted 
those who were downtrodden.  

 St. Josephine Bakhita was born in Sudan. As a young girl, she was kidnapped by Arabs 
and sold into slavery. She eventually ended up in Italy where she received baptism, 
gained her freedom and joined a Canossian order of nuns. She is known for performing 
miraculous cures and was known as a friend to the poor and weak. She died in 1947 and 
was canonized in October 2000.  

 St. Martin de Porres performed many miracles in the name of Christ including 
miraculous cures and the raising of the dead. This Peruvian friar was a holy and devout 
man who did much for the sick and poor. 

 St. Antonio Vieira, an African born in Portugal, found his calling at 12 years old when he 
became a Jesuit novice. He strived to abolish slavery and worked tirelessly to help the 
poor.  

 St. Maurice was born in an ancient city near Egypt 250 years after Jesus Christ. He 
worked his way up through the ranks of the Roman Army, eventually becoming a 
general. As the leader of the Thebes Legion, Maurice and his army of six thousand 
African refused to fight a rebellion when he learned that his “enemies” were Christians. 
In return, the emperor executed Maurice and most of his men.  

 St. Monica of Hippo was the mother of St. Augustine, one of the greatest theologians the 
Church has ever seen. Monica has been honored by the Roman Catholic Church for her 
devout Christian virtues and for her tireless devotion to her son, who wrote about her 
numerous pious acts as part of his famous book, “Confessions”. 

 
While Black History Month may end this Monday, may we use the guiding lessons from the 
historical forefathers and foremothers of our faith as an example to living one’s life all For the 
Greater Glory of God. 
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